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CROSS-REIS INFO DAY

Location: University of Nis, Faculty of Economics
Trg kralja Aleksandra Ujedinitelja 11, 18000 Nis
Room: FEUN Meeting room
Date and time: Wednesday, December 3, 2025 13:00 AM

CROSS-REIS stands for CROSS-disciplinary network for research excellence in
Regenerative Economy Innovation eco-Systems, financed by the European Union via
the Horizon 2021-2027 European Excellence Initiative. The project officially started on
January 1, 2024, and will run until December 31, 2028. It aims to strengthen
cooperation between higher education institutions and research organisations across
eight countries: Serbia, Montenegro, Albania, Croatia, Slovenia, Spain, Norway, and
Italy.

Focusing on key themes of the regenerative economy - circular economy, waste
management, and urban biodiversity - the CROSS-REIS project seeks to enhance
scientific excellence. By fostering deeper, more inclusive collaboration between
institutions in five developing European countries and three leading scientific nations,
the project aims to contribute to the transition toward a regenerative economy.

The 2025 CROSS-REIS Info Day is organised jointly with the stakeholder consultation
meeting for creating new study programmes at the Faculty of Economics, University
of Nis. This year’s event highlights how the thematic scope and activities of CROSS-
REIS can directly contribute to modernisation of higher education, development of
green and regenerative competencies, and strengthening collaboration between
academia, industry, and public institutions.

During the Info Day under the fitle

Regenerative Skills and Education for the Green Transition

partficipants will be infroduced to the project’s goals, international network, and key
themes. The event will also present proposals for new undergraduate subjects inspired
by regenerative and circular economy frameworks, as well as the concept for a new
master's programme “Regenerative Economy and Sustainable Systems.” These
initiatives align with both labour market needs and emerging European policy
priorities related to the green transition.

By bringing together academia, industry leaders, public institutions, and students, the
event aims to create a shared space for discussing how educational programmes
can evolve to better support economic, environmental, and social development in
the region. The CROSS-REIS project encourages active stakeholder involvement, and
all participants are invited to contribute ideas, identify competencies needed in
practice, and explore opportunities for joint activities such as student internships, guest
lectures, and applied research projects.

As part of the Info Day, upcoming CROSS-REIS activities and opportunities for
participation will also be announced.
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AGENDA

1245 — 1300

Participants registration

1300 - 1310

Opening Session

Welcome address by the Dean
Prof. Dr. Vladislav Marjanovié

Brief presentation of the goals of the
new accreditation cycle and the
concept of a modern curriculum
Prof. Dr. Zarko Popovié, Vice-Dean
for Education

Perspectives of the Business Sector

1310 134

Short presentations by
representatives of the business
community

Business community participants

CROSS-REIS Info Day

Regenerative Skills and Education for the Green Transition

1340 — 134

Infroduction to the CROSS-REIS
project

Jelena Stankovié, PhD

CROSS-REIS Project Coordinator

1345 — 1355

Integration of regenerative and

circular economy concepts into
higher education — proposals for
new undergraduate courses

Sonja Jovanovié, PhD

CROSS-REIS Project Team Member

1355 — 1405

Towards a new master’s
programme: Regenerative
Economy and Sustainable
Systems

Srdan Marinkovié, PhD

CROSS-REIS Project Team Member

Open Discussion

1495 — 1435

Possibilities for infroducing new courses, and forms of practical teaching

Ideas for involving the business sector in teaching (guest lectures, case
study workshops, student projects, dual models)

Conclusions and Next Steps

1435 — 1500

Agreement on further phases of collaboration and the output

document:

Joint Statement on Cooperation in the Curriculum Reform Process of the

Faculty of Economics, University of Nis
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