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The world is facing a multitude of crises, including geopolitical tensions, economic downturns, rising
inequalities, and the impact of climate change. These issues are exacerbated by weakened
international institutions, societal polarization, and the resurgence of autocratic regimes, leading to a
breakdown of the existing rules-based international order.

Europe must redefine its role in strengthening global governance and enhancing its strategic
sovereignty. This involves fostering unity among EU member states, increasing investments in
technology and innovation, and addressing security and economic challenges while maintaining a
commitment to multilateralism.

To reshape the global order effectively, there is a pressing need for renewed trust and cooperation
among nations. Europe should engage constructively with its allies to address shared challenges and
demonstrate that multilateralism can benefit all parties involved, thereby improving relations and
enhancing its global standing.
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Speakers are listed in alphabetical order of surnames.

| MONDAY, 1 SEPTEMBER

| Deep Dive | by Young BSF: Values, Convenience, Apathy: How Do We
Get People to Still Care About the Climate Emergency?
Grand Hotel Toplice, Lake Lounge

Swathi Veeravalli, Former Director of Climate Security and Adaptation, National Security
Council, United States
Jamie Horton, Senior Consultant, Cast from Clay

| Deep Dive Il by Young BSF: What Keeps You Awake At Night?
Grand Hotel Toplice, Lake Lounge

Oana Popescu-Zamfir, Director, GlobalFocus Center, Romania
Grégoire Roos, Head of Political Dialogue and Policy Innovation, BMW Foundation Herbert
Quandt, Germany

| Gathering
Bled Festival Hall

0 | | Opening Ceremony
Bled Festival Hall
Opening Address by Peter Grk, Secretary General, Bled Strategic Forum, Slovenia

Welcome Address by Tanja Fajon, Deputy Prime Minister; Minister of Foreign and European
Affairs of Slovenia

Keynote Address by Natasa Pirc Musar, President of Slovenia
Special Address by Antonio Costa, President of the European Council

Facilitated by Ali Aslan, International TV Presenter and Journalist, Germany

0 | | Bled Pledge: A Dream or Reality?
Bled Festival Hall

Robert Golob, Prime Minister of Slovenia

Marta Kos, European Commissioner for Enlargement
Andrej Plenkovic, Prime Minister of Croatia

Edi Rama, Prime Minister of Albania

Milojko Spajic, Prime Minister of Montenegro

Moderated by Nathalie Tocci, Director, Istituto Affari Internazionali, Italy

[0 | | One-on-One Conversation with Kaja Kallas, High Representative
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy; Vice-President of the European Commission
Bled Festival Hall

Moderated by Ali Aslan, International TV Presenter and Journalist, Germany

0 | | European Economic Competitiveness in a New Global Reality
Rikli Balance Hotel, Arnold Hall

Keynote Address by Ngozi Okonjo-lweala, Director-General, World Trade Organization
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Matevz Frangez, State Secretary, Ministry of the Economy, Tourism and Sport, Slovenia
Mojmir Mrak, Full Time Professor; Jean Monnet Chair holder at the Academic Unit for Money
and Finance, School of Economics and Business, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia

Ngozi Okonjo-lweala, Director-General, World Trade Organization

Jozef Sikela, European Commissioner for International Partnerships

Hirofumi Takinami, State Minister, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Japan

Moderated by Bojan lvanc, CFA, CAIA, Chief Economist, Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
Slovenia

| Interactive Foresight Session | Diplomacy Ahead — Tools for
Navigating Tomorrow
Rikli Balance Hotel Lobby
ElsaMarie D'Silva, Founder, Red Dot Foundation; EAC Member, Global Diplomacy Lab
Shota Bukoshi, EAC Member, Global Diplomacy Lab

Facilitated by Peter Johnson, Founder, Strategic Foresight and Impact Innovation Lead, The
Ayadee Foundation

0 | | Ukraine: Long Road to Peace
Bled Festival Hall

Baiba Braze, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Latvia

Sir William Browder, KCMG, Head of the Global Magnitsky Justice Campaign, President of the
Magnitsky Justice Foundation

Rafael Mariano Grossi, Director General, International Atomic Energy Agency

Zeki Levent Giimriikcili, Ambassador, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkiye

Olexandr Mischenko, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine

Radmila Shekerinska, Deputy Secretary General, North Atlantic Treaty Organization

Vojko Volk, State Secretary for National and International Security, Office of the Prime
Minister of Slovenia

Moderated by Nik Gowing, International Broadcaster and Visiting Professor, King's College,
United Kingdom

0 | | Healthcare Innovation as a Catalyst for European
Competitiveness

Rikli Balance Hotel, Arnold Hall

Irena Hrstic, Minister for Health of Croatia

Hans Henri P. Kluge, Regional Director for Europe, World Health Organization
Malina Muller, Head of Health Economics, WifOR institute, Germany
Valentina Prevolnik Rupel, Minister of Health, Slovenia

Georg Schroeckenfuchs, Cluster Head of SERCE, Novartis AG, Switzerland

Moderated by Stjepan Oreskovi¢, Founder, Bosqgar Invest; Professor, School of Medicine,
University of Zagreb, Croatia

| Participatory Scenario-Building | Diplomacy in Flux: Scenario
Building for a Shifting World
Rikli Balance Hotel Lobby
ElsaMarie D'Silva, Founder, Red Dot Foundation; EAC Member, Global Diplomacy Lab
Shota Bukoshi, EAC Member, Global Diplomacy Lab
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Facilitated by Peter Johnson, Founder, Strategic Foresight and Impact Innovation Lead, The
Ayadee Foundation

0 | | Presentation of the BSF Distinguished Partner Award 2025 and
Acknowledgments
Bled Festival Hall

Acknowledgment of the vision, dedication, and invaluable contribution of the former
Secretaries-General of the Bled Strategic Forum to the development of the event.

Darja Bavdaz Kuret (2006—-2008)
Melita Gabri¢ (2009)

Miriam Mozgan (2010-2012)
Alain Brian Bergant (2013-2015)

Acknowledgment of Ms Alenka Zigon, a member of the Diplomatic protocol, is recognised for
her dedication and invaluable assistance in organising all editions of the Forum since 2006.
Through her committed work year after year, the high-level event has been executed with
great success.

The BSF Distinguished Partner Award is dedicated to journalists who lost their lives while
reporting from war zones and conflict areas. The award will be accepted by Maja Sever,
President of the European Federation of Journalists, who will express her gratitude in a video
message.

0 | | Charting the Cosmos: Europe’s Quest for Competitiveness in the
New Space Race
Rikli Balance Hotel, Arnold Hall

Video address by Josef Aschbacher, Director General, European Space Agency

Giancarlo Granero, Head of Unit for Space Economy, Directorate-General for Defence
Industry and Space, European Commission

Fabrizio Morgera, Senior Investment Officer, European Investment Bank

Luca del Monte, Head of Commercialisation Department, European Space Agency

Matija Rencelj, Research Officer, European Space Policy Institute

Tomaz Rotovnik, Director, Skylabs, Slovenia

Moderated by Iva La€an, Producer and Presenter Journalist, Bloomberg Adria

| Deep Dive Il by Young BSF: Ready to Fight for Democracy?
Grand Hotel Toplice, Lake Lounge
Matjaz Gruden, Director for Democracy, Council of Europe
Florian Hahn, Minister of State at the Federal Foreign Office, Germany
Géraldine Schwarz, German-French journalist, author and documentary filmmaker

| Networking Reception
Grand Hotel Toplice, Grand Hall

| Night Owl session | Cultural Diversity — EU Identity: How Can Culture
Build Resilience in a Society in Crisis?
Rikli Balance Hotel, Arnold Hall

Ivan Krastev, Chairman, Centre for Liberal Strategies, Bulgaria
Géraldine Schwarz, German-French journalist, author and documentary filmmaker
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Margaritis Schinas, Former European Commission Vice-President for Promoting our
European Way of Life
Asta Vrecko, Minister of Culture, Slovenia

Moderated by Stojan Pelko, Head of Programme of the European Capital of Culture 2025
Nova Gorica-Gorizia
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| TUESDAY, 2 SEPTEMBER

0 | | One-on-One Conversation with Ambassador Matthew G. Whitaker,
Permanent Representative of the United States on the North Atlantic Council
Rikli Balance Hotel, Arnold Hall

Moderated by Katja Seruga, Managing Director; Editor in Chief, TV N1 / CNN exclusive news
channel affiliate, Slovenia

0 | | Presidential Panel
Rikli Balance Hotel, Arnold Hall

Alar Karis, President of Estonia

Petr Pavel, President of Czechia

Natasa Pirc Musar, President of Slovenia
Jakov Milatovi¢, President of Montenegro

Moderated by Ksenija Horvat, Journalist and Presenter, Radio-Television of Slovenia

| The Demise of Democracy — Are We There Yet or Just Well on Our
Way?
Rikli Balance Hotel, Zrak Hall
Matjaz Gruden, Director for Democracy, Council of Europe
Christian Johann, Director, Europdische Akademie Berlin, Germany
Katarzyna Pisarska, Chair, Warsaw Security Forum, Poland
Renata Salecl, Philosopher and Sociologist; Senior Researcher, Institute of Criminology,
Faculty of Law in Ljubljana, Slovenia
Albie Sachs, Former South African Constitutional Court Justice and Anti-Apartheid Activist

Moderated by Burak Unveren, Journalist and freelance moderator

| Opportunities in Diversity
Rikli Balance Hotel, Voda Hall

Manuela Bojadzijev, Head of Department Integration, Social Networks and Cultural
Lifestyles, Institute for Empirical Integration and Migration Research, Humboldt-Universitat
zu Berlin, Germany

Mercedes Miletti, Senior Advisor, European Trade Union Institute

Inga Remeta, Managing Director, Slovensko mladinsko gledalisce

Oleg Rogoza, Ukrainian activist

Moderated by Bruno Korica, Project Coordinator, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Croatia and
Slovenia, Croatia

| Powering Growth: Tapping into Al for Economic Prosperity and
Competitiveness in Europe
Rikli Balance Hotel, Sonce Hall
Hajdi Cenan, Co-founder; Chief Executive Officer, airt, Croatia
Aida Kamisalic Latifi¢, State Secretary, Ministry of Digital Transformation, Slovenia
Julia Schvarcova, Government Affairs and Public Policy Manager, Google
Tomasz Snazyk, Chief Executive Officer, Al Chamber, Poland
Harry Theoharis, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, Greece
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Moderated by Marko Grobelnik, Researcher, Jozef Stefan Institute, Slovenia

0 | | Revitalizing Leadership and Multilateralism in an Era of Conflict
and Fragmentation
Rikli Balance Hotel, Arnold Hall

Badr Abdelatty, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Emigration and Egyptian Expatriates of Egypt
Ayman Safadi, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates of
Jordan

Juraj Blanar, Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of Slovakia

Tanja Fajon, Deputy Prime Minister; Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of Slovenia
Paul Richard Gallagher, Secretary for Relations with States, Secretariat of State of the Holy
See

Moderated by Nik Gowing, International Broadcaster and Visiting Professor, King's College,
United Kingdom

| Law, Power, Self-Interest and Global Challenges
Rikli Balance Hotel, Zrak Hall

Fatou Bensouda, Gambian High Commissioner to the United Kingdom

Marko Bosnjak, Judge Court of Justice, Court of Justice of the European Union
Baroness Helic, Member of the House of Lords, United Kingdom

Beti Hohler, Judge, International Criminal Court

Osvaldo Zavala Giler, Registrar, International Criminal Court

Moderated by Silvia Fernandez de Gurmendi, Former President of the International Criminal
Court

| Addressing Water-Related Conflicts: Challenges and Strategies for
the Security Community
Rikli Balance Hotel, Voda Hall

Maia Baldauf, Humanitarian Aid and Development Practitioner, Consultant with the Center
for Operational Analysis and Research

Godard Busingye, Brigadier General; Head, Joint Staff Legal Services, Uganda Peoples'
Defence Forces; Professor, Public International Law, Kampala International University
Alexandra Fong, Chief for Policy and Guidance, United Nations Department of Political and
Peacebuilding Affairs

Florian Krampe, Director; Studies, Peace and Development, Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute, Sweden

Swathi Veeravalli, Former Director of Climate Security and Adaptation, National Security
Council, United States

Moderated by Susanne Schmeier, Head, Water Governance Department; Professor, Water
Law and Diplomacy, IHE Delft Institute for Water Education, Netherlands

| How About the Truth: Democracy under Siege in the Age of
Disinformation
Rikli Balance Hotel, Sonce Hall
Marcin Bosacki, Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland
Petra Bezjak Cirman, Director, Government Communication Office of the Republic of Slovenia
Damir Crnéec, Assistant to the President of the Management Board for Corporate Security,
Slovenian Sovereign Holding
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Filip Grzegorzewski, Head of Division, Information Integrity and Countering Foreign
Information Manipulation and Interference, Strategic Communication and Foresight,
European External Action Service

Michaela Kiichler, Secretary General, International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance,
Germany

Oana Popescu-Zamfir, Director, GlobalFocus Center, Romania

Alicia Wanless, Director, Information Environment Project, Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, United States

Moderated by Matthew T. Jacobs, Strategic Communications Expert and Lecturer, Arizona
State University, United States

| Dialogue-Based Workshop | Tactics for Turbulence — How
Diplomacy Works from the Margins
Rikli Balance Hotel Lobby
Stefan Cibian, Co-founder, Fagdras Research Institute; Associate Fellow, Africa Programme,
Chatham House
Magide Costa, Political Advisor, Partido dos Trabalhadores, Brazil (Young BSF 2025 Fellow)
Hager Eissa, Founder, Voices of Freedom, Sudan (Young BSF 2025 Fellow)
Stefan Pfalzer, Attaché, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Austria (Young BSF 2025 Fellow)

Facilitated by Elizabeth Maloba, Strategy, Systems & Process Advisor; Associate Fellow,
Fagdras Research Institute

0 | | European Tourism: Between Values and Competitiveness
Grand Hotel Toplice, Grand Hall

Introductory Remarks:

Matjaz Han, Minister of the Economy, Tourism and Sport of Slovenia

Maja Pak Olaj, Director, Slovenian Tourist Board

Eduardo Santander, Chief Executive Officer / Executive Director, European Travel
Commission

Speakers:

Jana Apih, Executive Director, Green Destinations Foundation

Slavko AZman, Head of Business Management, Porsche Slovenija

Matevz Frangez, State Secretary, Ministry of the Economy, Tourism and Sport of Slovenia
Eduardo Santander, Chief Executive Officer / Executive Director, European Travel
Commission

Astrid Steharnig-Staudinger, Chief Executive Officer, Austria Tourism

Moderated by Peter Wostner, Institute of Macroeconomic Analysis and Development,
Slovenia

0 | | The Future of Peace in the Middle East — From Tensions to
Triumphs

Rikli Balance Hotel, Arnold Hall

Christophe Bigot, EU Special Representative for the Middle East Peace Process

Philippe Lazzarini, Commissioner-General, United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East

Daniel Levy, President, U.S./Middle East Project, United States

Manal Radwan, Counsellor, Office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Saudi Arabia

Nour Odeh, Palestinian Political Analyst, Journalist and Activist
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Moderated by Redi Tlhabi, Award winning South African broadcaster, author and moderator

| Europe Secure and Free
Rikli Balance Hotel, Zrak Hall
Elmar Brok, Former Member of the European Parliament; Senior Advisor at the Munich
Security Conference, Germany
Kestutis Budrys, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania
Alper Coskun, Senior Fellow within the Europe Program, Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, United States
Gordan Grlic Radman, Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of Croatia
Florian Hahn, Minister of State at the Federal Foreign Office, Germany
Pierre Heilbronn, Special Envoy for Ukraine's Relief and Reconstruction, Ministry of Europe
and Foreign Affairs of France
Bostjan Pavlin, State Secretary, Ministry of Defence of Slovenia

Moderated by Valbona Zeneli, Non-resident Senior Fellow, Atlantic Council of the United
States

| Europe's Choice: Forge Unity or Face Fragmentation
Rikli Balance Hotel, Voda Hall
Joao Vale de Almeida, Former EU Ambassador to the US, UN and UK; Senior European
diplomat, Portugal
Nikola Dimitrov, President and Co-founder, Balkan Center for Constructive Policies — Solution
Aart Jan de Geus, Chair of ABP's General Board, Netherlands
Irena Joveva, Member, European Parliament

Moderated by Simona Leskovar, Ambassador; Programme Director, Bled Strategic Forum,
Slovenia

| Better Late than Never?
Rikli Balance Hotel, Sonce Hall
Bostjan Kosak, President of the Management Board, Telekom Slovenije
Azar Koulibaly, GM and Associate General Counsel, Corporate External and Legal Affairs,
Europe North, Microsoft
Sir David Lidington, Chair, Royal United Services Institute, United Kingdom
Sadamasa Oue, Lieutenant General, Japan Air Self-Defense Force (Ret.); Senior fellow,
Sasakawa Peace Foundation

Moderated by Alena Kudzko, Executive Director, GLOBSEC US Foundation

| Networking Lunch

Rikli Balance Hotel Restaurant

| One-on-One Conversation with Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, Leader of
Belarusian Democratic Opposition
Rikli Balance Hotel, Zrak Hall

Moderated by Denis Mancevi¢, Partner, NC3 GLOBAL d.o.0., Slovenia
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0 | | Reimagining Multilateral Action in an Age of Crisis and
Constraint (session as part of the 3rd Slovenian Humanitarian Forum, held under the patronage of the
President of Slovenia)

Rikli Balance Hotel, Arnold I. Hall

Address by Natasa Pirc Musar, President of Slovenia

Martin Frick, Director, World Food Programme Global Office Berlin, Germany

Hans Henri P. Kluge, Regional Director for Europe, World Health Organization

Hadja Lahbib, European Commissioner for Equality, Preparedness and Crisis Management
Mirjana Spoljaric Egger, President, International Committee of the Red Cross

Edvin Skrt, Director-General for Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid, Ministry of
Foreign and European Affairs, Slovenia

Moderated by Redi Tlhabi, Award Winning South African Broadcaster, Author and Moderator

0 | | Shaken not Stirred — Declining Alliances and New Partnerships:
Towards a New Geopolitical Cocktail?

Rikli Balance Hotel, Arnold II. Hall

Elisabeth Braw, Senior fellow, Transatlantic Security Initiative in the Scowcroft Center for
Strategy and Security, Atlantic Council

Klaus Dodds, Professor of Geopolitics and Executive Dean, School of Life Sciences and
Environment, Royal Holloway, United Kingdom

Sunjoy Joshi, Chairman, Observer Research Foundation, India

Fariz Rzayev, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan

Hongbo Wu, Fomer Special Representative of the Chinese government for European Affairs

Moderated by Grégoire Roos, Head of Political Dialogue and Policy Innovation, BMW
Foundation Herbert Quandt

| Shaping Europe's Economic Resilience: Strategic Responses,
Integration of Payment Systems, and the Digital Euro
Rikli Balance Hotel, Zrak Hall
Keynote address by Madis Miiller, Governor of Eesti Pank

Primoz Dolenc, Acting Governor, Banka Slovenije

Irena Radovic, Governor, Central Bank of Montenegro

Ludovic Francesconi, Chief Member and Strategy Officer, European Payments Initiative
Agustin Reyna, Director General, The European Consumer Organisation

Moderated by Jana Randow, Journalist, Bloomberg, United States

| The New Centrality of Central Asia
Rikli Balance Hotel, Voda Hall
Mahri Bashimova, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan
Muzaffarbek Madrakhimov, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uzbekistan
Aleska Simkic, Ambassador of the European Union to Kazakhstan
Eduards Stiprais, EU Special Representative for Central Asia
Roman Vassilenko, Ambassador of Kazakhstan to Belgium and Head of Mission to the EU
and NATO; Former Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Moderated by Matej ZakonjSek, Director of the Permanent Secretariat, Transport Community
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| No Region for Young People - Time for Change
Rikli Balance Hotel, Sonce Hall

Opening remarks by Jana Repansek, Director, Center of Excellence in Finance

Foreign Ministers:

Marko Buric, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Serbia

Donika Gérvalla-Schwarz, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Diaspora
of Kosovo

Igli Hasani, Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs of Albania

Elmedin Konakovi¢, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Timcho Mucunski, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade of North Macedonia

Young Professionals:

Stela Bobot, Advisor, Ministry of Public Administration, Montenegro

Maja Boshnjakovska, Chief Advisor, Ministry of Interior, North Macedonia

Stela Haxhi, Head of Sector for Monitoring IPA Projects and Donors, Ministry of Justice,
Albania

Milena Popovic Glavatovi¢, Advisor at the Directorate for Strategic Planning, International
Cooperation, and IPA Programs, Ministry of Public Administration, Montenegro

llirjana Tolaj, Translator, Energy Regulatory Office, Kosovo

Tatjana Zdraveska, Advisor in the Committee on Defence and Security, Assembly of North
Macedonia

Moderated by Adnan Cerimagié, Senior Analyst, European Stability Initiative, Germany

0 | Sustaining Peace in a Shifting Global Order
Rikli Balance Hotel, Arnold I. Hall

Mohammed bin Abdulaziz Al-Khulaifi, Minister of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Qatar
Choe Hyoung-chan, Chancellor, Korea National Diplomatic Academy, Ministry of

Foreign Affairs

Comfort Ero, President and Chief Executive Officer, International Crisis Group, United
Kingdom

Melita Gabri¢, State Secretary for Multilateral Affairs, Political Affairs and Development
Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of Slovenia

Mariia Levchenko, Project Manager, Berghof Foundation, Germany

Krongkanit Rakcharoen, Director-General, Department of European Affairs, Ministry for
Foreign Affairs of Thailand

Moderated by Itonde Kakoma, President, Interpeace, Switzerland

0 | | Same Friends, A Different Game: How are Old EU Alliances
Adapting to A New Geopolitical Reality?

Rikli Balance Hotel, Arnold II. Hall

Kim Hee-Eun, President and Chief Executive Officer, Center for Asia Pacific Strategy

Vahan Kostanyan, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Armenia

Sir David Lidington, Chair, Royal United Services Institute, United Kingdom

Philip T. Reeker, Partner and Lead of the Europe & Eurasia practice, DGA-Albright Stonebridge
Group, United States

Moderated by Jernej Pikalo, Professor of Political Science, Faculty of Social Sciences,
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia
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| Breaking the Fossil Trap: Can the Paris Agreement Deliver?
Rikli Balance Hotel, Zrak Hall
Adnan Amin, Envoy for Strategic Regions — Middle East, COP30 Brasil; Co-chair of the World
Energy Council
Francesco La Camera, Director General, International Renewable Energy Agency
Titi Habicht, Former Youth Climate Delegate for Slovenia
Uros Vajgl, State Secretary responsible for Environment and Climate, Ministry of the
Environment, Climate and Energy of Slovenia

Moderated by Sabrina Schulz, Climate Security Fellow, German Council on Foreign Relations
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