
 

                     

AGENDA 

CROSS-REIS INFO DAY and LIVING LAB  

Location: Fshati Hardhi, Bashkia Belsh  

Date and time: 20.07.2026 ; 10:00 AM 

 

 

The CROSS-REIS - CROSS-REIS project, (CROSS-disciplinary Network for Research Excellence in 

Regenerative Economy Innovation Eco-Systems) project is funded by the European Union under the Horizon 

Europe 2021–2027 European Excellence Initiative. The project started on 1 January 2024 and will run until 

31 December 2028. 

CROSS-REIS brings together universities and research institutions from eight countries: Serbia, 

Montenegro, Albania, Croatia, Slovenia, Spain, Norway, and Italy. 

The project focuses on three key areas of the regenerative economy: 

• Circular Economy  

• Waste Management  

• Urban Biodiversity  

Its main objective is to strengthen research excellence and innovation by reducing the scientific gap between 

developing and leading European countries. Through collaboration among higher education and research 

institutions, the project aims to support the transition towards a regenerative economy and promote 

sustainable development across Europe. 

During this activity, three presentations were delivered within the framework of the CROSS-REIS project, 

addressing key topics related to the regenerative economy and innovation in rural areas.  The presentations 

provided an overview of the CROSS-REIS project, its objectives, partnership network, and the contribution 

of DSA to project implementation in Albania. They also highlighted the importance of Local Action Groups 

(LAGs) in promoting local development through stakeholder collaboration and the LEADER approach, 

while introducing the concept of Living Labs for Regenerative Agriculture as an innovative framework 

that brings together farmers, researchers, businesses, and public institutions to co-create, test, and implement 

sustainable solutions in real-life settings. Overall, the presentations aimed to promote collaboration, 

innovation, and sustainable rural development within the regenerative economy framework. 

https://crossreis.com/


 

AGENDA 

1000 – 1015 Participants registration 

CROSS REIS – Project presentation and Living Labs 

 
1015 – 1030 

Opening Remarks  
Prof.Dr. Fetah Elezi, Head of the 

Plant Genetic Resources Centre for 

Crops and Grapevines, Municipality 

of Belsh. 

 

Prof.Dr. Edvin Zhllima, 
Project coordinator, Development 

Solution Associates 

1030– 1045 Project presentation and DSA 
contribution 

Prof.Dr. Edvin Zhllima, 

 

Project coordinator, Development 
Solution Associates 

1045 – 1100 Local Action Groups (LAGs) 
Prof. Dr. Drini Imami, 

 
Senior Researcher, Development 
Solution Associates 

1100 – 1115 
Living Labs for Regenerative 

Agriculture 

Prof Dr. Drini Imami, 

Senior Researcher, Development 
Solution Associates 

SECOND PART 

Discussion: Building a Regenerative Agriculture Innovation Ecosystem through Living Labs, 

Strategic Partnerships, and LEADER-Based Rural Development Initiatives 

 
 

 

 
1115– 1230 

 
 

 
Moderator: 

Prof. Dr. Edvin Zhllima and 

Prof. Dr. Drini Imami DSA 

Senior Reserachers 

Establishment and formalization of 

a Regenerative Agriculture Living 

Lab at the Plant Genetic Resources 

Centre in the Municipality of Belsh. 

Preparation and signing of a 

Cooperation Agreement between 

the Plant Genetic Resources 

Centre in the Municipality of Belsh 

and the Development Solutions 

Associates (DSA). 

Exploration of additional 

collaboration opportunities, 

including the establishment of a 

Local Action Group (LAG) based on 

the LEADER approach and 

preparation for future IPARD III 

funding opportunities aimed at 

supporting rural development and 

innovation initiatives. 

Next Steps and Future 

Opportunities 
 1230– 1245 Closing remarks  

 


